The Merida Initiative

Proactive Border Security

“. . . the Merida Initiative is one of the most important initiatives the United States, Mexico and Central America have ever launched.  It’s historic. . . .”







Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 







October 2008
The Merida Initiative demonstrates the United States’ commitment to partner with governments in Mexico, Central America, Haiti and the Dominican Republic to confront criminal organizations whose actions plague the region and spill over into the United States.
THE INITIATIVE’S SCOPE

The Merida Initiative is a multi-year program to provide equipment, training, and technical assistance to support law enforcement operations and for long-term reform and oversight of security agencies.  This year, Congress approved an initial $400 million for Mexico and $65 million for Central America, the Dominican Republic and Haiti, which was passed in the FY08 Supplemental.  The President’s FY09 budget proposal for the Merida Initiative includes $450 million for Mexico and $100 million for Central America.

Drugs, Violence, and Gangs in the United States

The effects of Mexican drug trafficking organizations and Central American criminal gangs are felt in nearly all parts of the United States. Many state and local governments are

diverting scarce resources from key areas, including education and housing, to focus countering the effects of Mexican and Central American gangs and trafficking organizations.  An estimated 30,000 transnational gang members operating in the United States engage in serious crimes such as murder, drug trafficking, extortion, human smuggling, and prostitution. Mexican drug trafficking organizations operate on both sides of the border, resulting in violent gun battles which have killed or wounded dozens.
Homeland Security Requires Strong Neighbors

Border security does not start at the geographic border, and we cannot do it alone. The Merida Initiative complements the broader efforts by the governments of Mexico and Central America to engage on every front in the battle against gangs and organized crime.  By working with these nations to dismantle such groups, disrupt drug trafficking, and to strengthen governing institutions, we can multiply the effectiveness of our own homeland security efforts. Strengthening law enforcement and security institutions in the region will promote an environment that permits legitimate trade and business to flourish.

The Solution

The Merida Initiative will forge lasting partnerships, keeping criminals from exploiting our borders and making the United States more secure. The tools will include:

· Scanners to identify drugs and other contraband for seizure before it enters the United States.

· Training to implement the U.S. Anti-Gang Strategy to fight the influence of these groups in Central America.

· Computer equipment to improve law enforcement communication within the region and with U.S. law enforcement agencies.

· Security equipment to help the military and law enforcement fight back against the better-funded and better-armed organized crime groups.
· Economic and social development programs for vulnerable youth providing alternatives to gang and drug-trafficking activities 
Working Together

It is in the national security interests of the United States to support our partners’ fight against organized crime, put a stop to the violence affecting our border states, and make our streets safer from the impact of drug and gang-related crime.  We must all do our part – together.

