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   No country in the 

world has more of 
an impact on the 
drug trafficking 
situation in the U.S. 
than does Mexico.  
Geographic 
proximity and a high 
volume of cross-
border traffic 
provide ample 
opportunities for 
drug smugglers to 
deliver their illicit 
products to U.S. 
markets. 

   ■ 
   The mission of the 

DEA in Mexico is to 
bring to the criminal 
and civil justice 
systems those 
individuals involved 
in the growing, 
manufacturing, or 
distribution of 
controlled 
substances and 
chemicals destined 
for illicit traffic. 

   ■ 
   Click here for the Embassy 

Fact Sheet on Reducing 
U.S. Drug Consumption. 

    
 
    
    

  February 2009 
A primary mission of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) in Mexico is to assist 
with the identification, disruption and dismantling of the command and control elements 
of the illicit narcotics, chemicals, and money laundering organizations.  Through 
enhanced cooperation with DEA, Mexican counterparts have tackled many complex 
multinational investigations with very successful results: 
 

 In 2008, $61 million (USD) was seized from drug traffickers.  In addition, over 20 
metric tons of cocaine, 1,650 metric tons of marijuana, 341 kilograms of 
methamphetamine and a world-record quantity of weapons were confiscated. 

 

 In FY 2008, DEA Mexico offices reported the seizure by Mexican law enforcement 
and military of a record-breaking $265,340,557 in revenue denied to traffickers.  
This amount represented the value of seized heroin, cocaine, cannabis and 
methamphetamines.  

   

 In 2008, ninety-five people were extradited to the United States, 34 on drug 
charges.  During the year, Mexican authorities arrested four of the most wanted 
traffickers, Alfredo Beltran-Leyva, Jesús Zambada-García (“El Rey), Eduardo 
Arellano Félix, and Esteban Rodriguez-Olivera (“Los Gueros”).   In addition, many 
other important members of drug trafficking organizations were arrested or killed.  

 

 October 2007 broke records for cocaine seizures in Mexico. Coordination between 
DEA and Mexican counterparts resulted in the seizure of 23.6 metric tons in 
Manzanillo with a street value of more than $400 million dollars. An operation in 
Tamaulipas also removed 11.7 tons of cocaine from the market. The trend of 
increased seizures has contributed to a 44% price increase for cocaine in the U.S.  

 

 In March 2007, information passed from DEA to the Mexican Attorney General’s 
Office resulted in the largest recorded drug cash seizure, $207 million U.S. dollar 
equivalent.  Also seized in this same investigation were luxury vehicles, designer 
jewelry, and real estate. 

 

 
 

 

 

In July 2008, the 
Mexican Navy 
seized a semi-
submersible 
vessel with 5.8 
metric tons of 
cocaine on board 
off the coast of 
Salinas Cruz, 
Oaxaca. 
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