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In 2007, four U.S.
citizens with whom
the Embassy worked
closely on cultural
projects were
awarded the Aguila
Azteca, the highest
Mexican government
decoration conferred
on foreigners.

[
In 2008, Embassy
co-sponsorship is
supporting the loan
of works by Frida
Kahlo, currently on
exhibit at the Walker
Art Center in
Minneapolis and the
Philadelphia
Museum of Art. In
“exchange,” the
Walker Art Center
and the San
Francisco Museum
of Modern Art will
display masterworks
from their
collections in
Mexico City.
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Cultural and exchange programs sponsored by the State Department through the
U.S. Embassy and its Consulates in Mexico foster greater mutual understanding
and reduce misperceptions by sponsoring people-to-people programs and by
fostering stronger linkages between Mexican and American cultural institutions.

Through its U.S. Speakers Program, the U.S. Embassy regularly brings to Mexico
U.S. experts to speak on issues of bilateral concern, including countering drug
abuse and trafficking in persons, judicial reform, access to information, economic
reform, human rights, and others. The U.S. Speakers Program supports public and
academic conferences and seminars throughout Mexico.

The Embassy’s International Visitor Leadership Program brings rising Mexican
leaders to the U.S. for 3-week professional development programs. An average of
50 Mexicans participates each year. Among the prominent politicians, journalists,
and professionals who have participated are Mexican President Felipe Calderon in
1991 and First Lady Margarita Zavala in 2001.

The Embassy maintains a strong bi-lateral Performing and Visual Arts Program
through facilitative assistance and small grant funding. Embassy co-sponsorship
helps bring American performers each year to major arts festivals in Mexico,
including the Festival Cervantino and the Morelia Film Festival. In 2008 the
Embassy will support presentations in Mexico by the New York based José Limon
Dance Company, by soprano Renée Fleming, and by ten American jazz groups
through the LIVEJAZZ concert series. In 2007, Embassy co-sponsorship helped
bring paintings from American collections to an exhibition at Mexico City’s Rufino
Tamayo Museum.

The Benjamin Franklin Library
3 is the oldest public-access library
supported by the United States
government abroad. With a
lending library of 23,000
volumes; a large selection of
American periodicals; and state
of the art internet and electronic
research facilities, the Benjamin
Franklin Library continues to be
a major source of information on
contemporary American society.
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